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DEFENDANT'S RIGHT TO SILENCE 
 

 Vitali Aleksandryan 
“French university in Armenia” Foundation  
Faculty of law,3-rd year 
 

The consent of the defendant is required for the implementation of some 
procedural actions stipulated in the RA Code of Criminal Procedure, in some cases 
the defendant may remain silent. The situation is different in case of the 
discontinuation of prosecution due to the expiration of the statute of limitations, 
when the person remains silent, that is, does not express a positive will. Within 
the framework of this article, we discuss certain issues related to the person's 
silence and the right not to incriminate oneself, as well as the person's silence 
regarding the proposal to discontinuation of prosecution due to the expiration of 
the statute of limitations - the absence of positive expression of will in the context 
of whether the silence of the defendant in mentioned situations is an agreement to 
discontinuation of prosecution or just inaction.  

Key words: silence, the right not to incriminate oneself, discontinuation of 
prosecution, statute of limitations, expression of will, declaration nolo contendere 
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